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- EXPLANATION

This ‘reports one of a series of studies to ascertain the
levels of 11v1ng of groups of people living in various parts of
the Southern Great Plains. The study here described deals with
the level of 11v1ng in a "newlj ‘constructed ccommunity" - The
Ropesv1lle Resettlement Project, located near Rovesv1lle, in
Hockley County, Texas.

The report is based upon record books kcpt by 47 of the
76 project families. Acknowledgments are made to Mrs. Esther B.
Call, Regional Chief of Home Management, Farm Security Adminis-
tration, Region XII, for assistance and advice rendered in the
conduct of thls study. This study is based on assistance furnished
by the iork Projects Administration, Official Project #65-2-66-622,
and tranocrlotlon and tabulatlon of data werce donc by Work Projects
Adninistration arployees.

It is necessary to limit the analysis to thosec familics who
had reasonably complete account books, but they appear to be a
rcpresentative sample of all families on the project, for such
items as food, household operation, clothing, housing, furnishings,
and cquipment, medical care, personal cxpcnditures, education, re—
creation, church welfarc, gifts, etc., and insurancec.




LEVEL OF LIVING ON THE ROPTSVTLLE PROJICT
HOCKLEY COUNTY, TEXAS
1979

Introductory Conciderations

The Ropesville Hesettlement Project hes nearly attained its normnl agri-
cultural activity, and, thereforc, zn effort to describe the level of living of
the farilies may be made. In order to lexrn this level cf living, the totrl
v~lue of poods and services consimed w:s used as a mensure., This is only one
form of index nnd is in no w2y 3 perfect furm, Meoreover, the dota frem the farm
record books did not permit 2n analwvsis of 2ll of the factcrs which might enter
irto the decterminntion of level of living,

Althourh the fomilics r11 ceme to the Ropesville Prcject from subrarginel
1-nd and hnd been selected from low-income groups, they troujht rith them diverse
cultural and porooral values and practices, which hindered the establishment of
a culturally niform greoup and an integrated sccial unit., One of the najor
probolems of thp Frra Security Adminictroticn is to wveld diverse elements like
these into cultural cnd social unity which rust necessarily precede success in
eccnoric rchabilitztion, It mey well be that later reports rep-rding the project
will indicnte success or feilure of this rchabilitotion 3s proportionsl to the
development of relatively uriform cultural velues,

The Rotiesville Projrct is located in thr gouthrastern part of Hockley
County, Tvxﬂo, nesr the tovn ef Ropesville. The project cornsists of 2 pirts -
the "eold" or oripinal project comprising 4, lul rcres cf virein leud bought by
the Govirrment in 1935, end the "nev" or second pert, ceprising 12, 7122 acres’ of
virgin lard bought 2 yerars later., The project is prectic-ily co*v;nto in that
all of the farm buildings have been constructed,

The project consists of 79 farm units, representing 76 f-nilirs ond 316
individurls. The familics mre selected by the then Rescttlement Adrinistration
frcm 19 counties in the western and northvestern p-rts of Tex.s, They ccnsist
of ley~incore farm frrmilics who were living in subn-srgin-l are-s th~t vere being
taken cut cft cultivaticrn,

The frrm units in the project ranged fro- 121 to 313 =cres in 19393 -nd
cotton, forage, rad grain serghums were the principnl erops.

From the 76 forilies cn the project 47 corplete farm £:mily record books
were collected end swrarized, 1/ These records were kept for the entire l2-
month pcriod of 1933,

1/ The FCh reco rends to esch of its borrowers tht he keep a forn ri.d hone ac-
ccunt book, which provides space for entricd stowing in dvtril 21l incores rnd
exsenditures throughont the yenr, rs well £2 -n invertory of ccoets rnd lirbilities
nt the brpinning ard end of the year, Cunsiderable issistunce is riv<n those
farilies vho wish it, in kceping these bockse For some familics kecping records

13 such a new cxpericnce thnt their books were nct c-iplete encugh to use in this
study,
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Forty-six of these were fariilies which included n2n, wvife, and children;
the other family consisted of a vidow and her children, and the widow was con~
sidered the hcad of the household,

These families averaged 4.4 persons, vith a range from 2 to 8 persons per
fzr:iily. The ages of the operators ranged from 25 to 49 years, with an =verage of
36 years. The ages of the housewives ranged from 21 to 43 years, with an average
of 30 years. An eighth grade schooling was the average for mren and vomen,. Formal
schooling of some ended at the completion of the fifth grade, but one men had had
3 years of college study. The schooling of the wives ranged from the sixth grade
to college completion, with the average of schooling ending with the cormpletion
of the tenth grade.

Farm Finznces

“-Although land is the basic faétor in.agricultufe, its productivity from
the 'standpoint of family living is exceedingly elastic. Among other things, the
productivity is conditioned by types of crops raisced, dispositicn or utilizeticn

" of the crops, :and the -other productive enterprises csrried on., In short, the

land furnishes only the raw materinls, which is the first step in the productive
process, The nature of some af these raw materials - and cotton is a good example-
precludes processing on the farm. On the other hand, grnins may well be processed
on the farm and~finally marketed in thc form of becf, pork, poultry, egzs and
deiry produce. - This processing of the raw materials normelly increases the cash
returns {rom the farm unit and contributes important items of food to the: faw1ly
at much l=ss than thel¢ markct cost. Moreover, it flottens cut the highs and lows
in the curve of annual farm income and to some extent protects farm income fron

the disorgnrnizing effects of violent price fluctuations and crop failures.

The land base in the Ropesville Project consists c¢f an average of 202 acres
per wnit, vhich is too small, under the ncrmal climatic cenditions of the area, to
furnish erzuch imcome to meintesin an zdequate family level of 1living under a
simpbile cash crop system, but it 1s believed to be larpe encugh if the unit is
noperated under a diversified cash—crop-livestock systeris

" The preject is adrmittedly an experiment. The pecple, coming from diverse
areas, had little in cormun except the cormmon feeling which may have grovn cut
of tneir formor individual evpericnces in the disherrtening strugsle against the
overvhcerM forces ¢f droustht end Hcprn giovn. Many of them were wost familisr
wifth tne si rple cosn-crep systhem.. their new environment they must lezrn ¢
new cyvsten if toey are 1o rake a 1:"1ng. To insugsurste the diversified systen
requires cunsiderable cepital resourccs, wvhich they do nut have., The Farm Secu-
-rity Adrinistraticn is loaning them the needed capital, giving then technicel
guidence, and supplenienting incomes with grants.

The yesr 1939 =8 the fourth year of their oxperience on the project.
‘A1l the land hrd been brought und-~ry ult1v*+~0d, but th= livestcck industry had
‘been little more than sterted. It is not propcsed to bring thot prrt of the farn
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prorran to full ecpacity with borr.wed c-pit-1 but rather to buiid it by the "turne
L under of enrlicr profits" so thot ofter the initial start the pe,ule vill
virtunlly pull therselves up by their boststrars; vhile they cre prying installe
rments and interest on the ori-incl lonns,.

Abhility Neclded

The size of the units hr3 bern screvhat stand-riizel, but no nttn"pt has
teen malde to stanlardize the lives ¢f the perrle or their inc.re. Individual
intellirence, initistive, and Julpment have a vile field in vhich to -perate, ani
they vill be the chief f.rces in the ultirate deterriniti.n of the fa:ilies! izl
c.res and levels of livinz, A plece «f 1-nd vhich vas c:nsiderel sufficiently
lor-ve t> provide an adequate fanily livins has becn nrde evailnble to each ferily,
T..1s ~nd capitnl hve been put within their rerchy end muidrnce is avrilable to
all. 7Tithin linits determinel by price and markets, the results in terms cf
levels - f liviny vill vary mainly ecc riins to the cbility .f erch, -nd are no
rore predictgble thnn the results vhen chillren in the classr-.r ~re given churks
f elry, t2 1s, =ni instruction by an art t-oncher,

Frgsic C nsisimrati ns

It is plornned t. issue annu~l rep.rts reoriin~ the livels £ liviny at the

- R.pesville Pr jeect, to rceerd anl show the eff.rts, experirerts, (rr.rs, succcsses,

pr.rresc, and set=bucxs of the pr.oject in renerzl and the in<lividuzls f wh.m it is

c.rp.sed vith.ut, ~f c.urse, revealins the ilentitirs, In reodin~ this first ne,
ar.d the rep.rts to £.1) w, it sh ull be kept in rdnd thet (1) the size .f the

f rmin~ unit has bren s rmeviat s‘ﬂr.nrﬁlgrl, (2) e~rit-1l f.r burine prodfucti n

T .ls is avni’a%le vithin senerzl lirits t- the f-rmers, (3) vithin breai linite,

the former hirsclf deciles the extent t. vhich he vill finance his buciness thr u"

b rr.tel erpitsl, (4) «rbts are ar-rtized cvir a peri ¢ of years, (5) cashecrep

far-in~ vill n t pr vile ~nn zdequate incore for the fanily, so diversificetin

is erc.uri-el, (6) h rme rroduction . £ £ .d is enc uraced, ~nl (7) the pr-ject i3

y-un:e. This rc,,rt sh vs .nly the stctus . f the far's 1n 1239, Pr Zucti.n to full

c-racity vill n.t be achieved until s.:e future ti:e.

Farn fnrily livine rust be ¢ nsilercld in relcti n to frrm income and the
cerer2l procrars Jf form oprreti n -nd fintnecinge The form tusiness differs
rmarke iy fr n thrr tusinessis in thot the form 2nd h re ore intimately css.ciatel,
The fardly 1ives .n the f.r , "l f-rm activities conn t be se-r« -oted sharply
fr.m forily=livin, pursuits, In f-ct, the frrily life Is (ricute!l t. the farn
v Tk 207 the activities (f -1l re-bers rust be in renr vith the nredls f farting,
LUsunlly ech merber o f the faumily ¢ rntributes tire snd eff rt t. the _peratin - f
the f-rme The wrk f the h use=ife extenis int. the re-lm  f forr operati n mnl
cach child has his t-cs vhich help t keep the frrm "~ine," ~nd proviles a 1-rre
prrt «f the chili's cluctti n. K11 f their «ffirss n the £7ro gre for the pur-
p se f fanily livine, vith n: clerr—cut listinctl ns botyven business 1ife anl
f-rily 1ife, the farm f-riliecs Julsr their level ~f livin~ prrtinlly -n the bosis
of their farmin-~ enterrrise, Thus, forr eguir-ent, ¢ niiti n £ the livest ck,
end ~enoral cucco"s in their wr¥ heve certiin peych ) ciecl ¢ oo toti s viich
rurt be ¢ nelirred in the ¢ rpiex vhich rokes up 3 far-ert's level £ livine in

i -

the .pirnion .f his nci~hb re,



Income and Expenditures

All the project families have five possible sources of 2annuzl income: (1)
Actual cash farm income derived from crops,livestock, ¢nd livestock products, plus
ninor miscecllaneous income that may come from szles of old nachinery, or scrap
iron, or occasionally small gifts or inhcritance; (2) miscelloneous erplxurnpnt
(3) Ahh payments; (4) FSA grants; and (5) home~produced foodsi

There are four types of expernditures: (1) Femily living expenses, which
have been subdivided into food and other living items (st this point, in order to
.mzKe the incorme &nd expenditure columns bzlance, the farm vnlue of horme~produced
food is included); (2) farm operating expenses, vhich include cost of fuel, all
feed, seed, and hervest costs; rent, hired labor, etc.; (3) payments on debts,
vhich include payments to FSA and private lending agencies; and (4) expernditures
for capital goods, broken down as to that spent for m~chinery ~nd for livestock.

A comparlson of incorie and expenditures is given in Flgure 1. The families
were grouped zccording to the size of their incorme and for each group the amount
of income and expenditures is shown. The Figure shors femily living in its proper
perspective and relation to the farm operation on the Ropesville Project. It
shows the 1939 financicl conditions of the Ropesville families, indicating the
sources of income &and expenditure. In addition, it shovs the total debt obligatio:
of the families and their ebility to pay off thot debt on thr basis of thelr pres-—
“ent income and’ expenses,

Tvo general groups of incorie are recognized in the chart — borrowed monies
and cosh receipts from the farm, including farm and non farm miscellzneous erploy-
ment, AL, and FSA grants., These cash receipts are shomn in the left—hand d column,
w1th the borrowed monies below the zero line cnd nonrepayable income above the
line. The right-hend colurn rcpresents expenditures. Below the zero line are
expenditures for capitel goods, such as machinery and livestock, and above the
line are current or running ecxpenditures. Thus it shois 5, snong other things,
whether the expenditures of a group of fanilies are within their income or whether
they are borrowing or seccuring FSL grants to meet current expenses. Furthermore,
it con be readily seen whether the money borrowed is being used to buy machinery
or livestock, and vhether part of the year's income is being used for these capita:
investments.

All of the income and expenditures fall between Jinuary 1, 1939 and Janu—
ary 1, 1940, except for the dotted area below the basc line in the income column.
This section represents debt obligation incurred previous to Jenuery 1, 1939
and should not be considered in the bzlancing of current income snd cxpenditures.
That section has been added to give n true picture cf the fomily fine n01al
conditions.

In the chert the fazmilies have been frouped on the bzsis of their actual
fsrm income exclusive of AAA payments and FSi grants, but including miscellaneous
employment., /fter making this distribution, certsin other characteristics of
the families composing the groups vere ascértzined., It is significrnt, cs
indicated by Table 1, thut this type of income did not incre=se vith farm size,
size of family, or age of operator,

i
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Table 1.~ Source of receipts, indebtelness incurred tefore 1539, and value
of lhome-produced foods, size of fam, size of family, ard a,¢ of
operator; by farm income groups; 47 Ropesville Project faruiics,

1939,
: Farm incre jyroup _ o

Itenm : t £499 1§50 3Il0X0=iE1E00-El 000~
:Total:and wders 999 3312409 019309 12476

s

Averape receipts :
Number of families s 47 9 23 11 3 1

Farm income less H
miscellanecus employrent  :$776 IR L671 1,082 £1,289 {1,809
Uisccllaneous emploiment ¢ 79 24 49 116 255 333
AAA payments s 418 434 404 421 569 523
FSA rrants : 18 11 10 13 95 -
FSA loans s 23] 374 21 £39 116 154
Other loans s €4 25 £2 A 112 8J
Total 21,636 1,250 1,408 2,220 2,436 2,379
Debts incurred before 1939 & 466 437 548 323 203 657

Farm wvidue of home-produced @
foois : : 1 126 173 127 137 1.3

Size¢ of farm 3
Yini=ua s 121 153 156 153 121 149
AVETare s 2 136 22, 221 1:¢ 1460
Maximun s 313 208 LT 31 272 1€0

Size of farmily H
Fininum H < 3 3 2 3 4
I'\Vx:‘BPC H ‘,'OA 10.3 A.[O 4.9 303 Loo
Vaximun : 3 8 7 7 4 4

Ao cf opwravlor H
Virimum s 25 2 25 2% 26 35
Averapo : 34 35 33 30 22 35
Laximum s L) 49 40 L6 32 as




DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL RECEIPTS AND TOTAL EXPENDITURES.
47 ROPESVILLE PROJECT FAMILIES, 1939

DOLLARS
NON-REPAYABLE RECEIPTS AND CURRENT EXPENDITURES

3.000 RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES

Home-produced _ | Debt retirement
foods
: F.S:A. grants <--- F":‘:‘;’;”‘.‘;"'i"
2,700 AAA P”m"i' s Homol-ozzducod
Miscellaneous ___ ) Food purchased
employment

Family- living items
( minus food )
Machinery purchase

2.400 |— Farm income ----

F.S.A. loans ----

Private loans - -~

\]

Livestock purchase

2.100

Debts incurred _ _
before 1939
1,800 .
1.500

1.200

N

N

NN

s

LY
5

900

"600

300

° =
g .
,00.
300 - $$$
Y ALA 900.
LA ‘PP
%57 %%
%% % |
600 5% %% A —1
024 KA R4
1425 %52 %55
%55 %57 557
%5 %%% %7
900
REPAYABLE RECEIPTS AND CAPITAL INVESTMENT
1.200 ' .
UNDER 500 500-999 1.000-1,499  1,500-1,999  2.000-2.499
FARM-INCOME GROUPS (DOLLARS)
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 39%07 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

FIGURE |
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Study of the chart reve:1ls sevortl irport-nt facts., First is the siri-
larity of the crount of indebtedness. Four of the rroups hove incurred procticnliy
tle some tutol bli~-ticns. Althouch outsi-le emploiTent in no case contributes
an irperteat percentoge of the totcl incere, the Foount of this erployrernt ine
crerses vith the size of the incories In other vourds, thuse vhose forrs briar in
the m.st arc the ones vho o cut and 20t the mest adliitionsl wrk, It scers th-t
th,se vho hive the most cutside employment rls. have the l-rrer investrent in
nachinery »nd so mry be expected to have troctors and power rvchinery, If this
is true, it is ctnother illustration of the close relaticn of f-rn 11v1n- ard

rrcriculture s ¢ business, Th-t is, the £ rily uses its laber :nd its troctor
rnd pewer n-chinery, vhich represcnt c-pitz:l investrment m-.de primnrily fer farnm
operstion, to bring in further income,

The crsh outlay for farily livinr~ is less thon the 7ctusl earned incoie
fror the frre in erch of the incorme proups, Put the corbined living rnd frrm
operating exypenses excerd the rctuzl errned inccme frem frm orerrtions in all
grouns, except th-t w.ich hes a £rrm income of ¢1500-1339. The one operater
vith the largect income h-3 2 totrl of frrz opercting evpense vhich is rprroxi~
ri tely equal to his f-ru incone, not countinz the other erjloiment vhich Le h-s,

It i3 clerr th-t the lpricultursl /djustrent sndriinictr-tion pryrents oo
the incore from norfrrm l:hor ~mre the two iters th»t bring f-rrm iiccre chove the
conbined living expenses rnd operating expenses. Yithout them the fermers vwould
be unctie to meet the expenditures fer llvi'~, for f:r oper-tions, =nd fer
repeyurnts of lowns, Lvidently, in sore inst-rnces, oniy by torro"q g nore money
vcre the forrers rtile to reet their cold ou’ir*t 0:1.£¢ In three inst-nces rere
money w8 borroved th-n ws invested in c-pit-1 epuin-ont, E'.'t t.’.c tvo grours
in the 21,003=52,497 mnd (1,500=.2,999 inccc br- cxrts invested more mo:.oy in
c'pit-l cquipnrnt th.un they borrored, vwich indicot s th-t ¢ ¢ individils in
thise groeurs wore using scrne of their ovn e-raed incore four the purchrse of
c pit-l peods, which oy incrense their inceme still seore in the fiture,

Foriiy living ex;.“d tures chow » tordency to increuse vith irncene, but
tar differcice in orownt sront by the hignest :nd lewcct incore proups Is only
$326 (Tubie 2). The urono rtien-te inerease in forily livirng expenditares is not
so grrat &3 that of costs of f-rrm opratieca,

srpcarently the qu-ntity of food cowsuted by evin the lovest—=incore farily
is ne-rly os prest os thit of the firily h-ving one ¢f the hicrher incores. The
four proups encorrassed by inccsies fron under 559) to 21,349 soint rbrut el
arnurts for foed, moking the increising living expenditures of the rroaps ro fer
th¢ pirznrse of nonfood co-—wdities ~rd servicess In 4 ¢f the 5 proups —wre then
cne—=nrlf of the totrl v-lue of focd »78 yro-n cn the f-rrm, I th fte-s in thot
p-rt of thr fo 4d vere piven the s-re ret i1 volues vtich tiey vouild bove if they
Lad b cn purchaced, €5 percent of the tetsl £xd volue vould nove bern rreduced
on the form. The fir- value prr £7:41y of homv=nroduced focd vns 7174, the rot-il

2luc v 3305, (Table 9)
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Choracteristics of Grouns

e

Yhen the groups, &s sect up on Figure 1, were studied cerarntely, certain

frctors in each proup seencd to stand out,.
[ 4

In the case of the lovest—faroeinco~ croup (with an income less than 2597)
it wme found that cash expenditures for fanmily living eliost egu-led e sh o
inco: 3 rinus r.iscellaneous mTloynent, These expenditures for this sroun rvor-
ared §343 for froily living for an averare—size fmmily of 4.2 p-rsons (T-ble 2),
v“(rc.s the inesme from the far—, ninus riscclleneous e-ployr.rt, sveraised 3232,
tne for:cr being 90 percent of the latter, It is clear, then, thot vwithout
miscellancous emploiTent, AfA prymicnts, FOA grunts, mnd ¢ ritil borrevnd during
the veor, it wuld have boen i-possitle to tcconplish the fror-ing op-r-tiang,
cpit-l poods investrents, ond debt retirerent, or thcy could h-v. brea done conly
at the cxpense of the feriliy's level of livinge.

...:

In this lowm=incore rroup, hore rroducrd foods contributed ronsur-bly te
f-rily living, Thesr foods, vhen cssinsd a fors value, vere yorth :172,, The
cach cxpenditinre for food reuntcd to sn ~virzoe of 2143 per frilyve Thus the
forrer repres-nted §5¢ p'*c-“t of *he totcl value of purch:s-d ~nd h:me=prcduced
fords Yhen home-producied foods vore considered in relotion to 41 tet-l volue

of f-m-ily livirgy, it v—s found th~t thece foods reorrsented 25 p reqrnt of the
totcl (Tivle 3). & diwerzified »oriculture, vherein it +-s poscible for crops
to be rrde into ucrble foceds by rerns of 14 vr"tork ‘nd livrstock wrodiucts, cone
tri~uted mrny Lportrnt itens 1in- ity rilk, “rd ¢ c-s for hore use, Gordens
contributed veretodbles rnd certain fruits, mJCY cf +his homrerrcduccd fo.d v»s
seccurcd by using the ti-e o2nd laber of €-rily -.~herc, thus turnins th r inte
virtirl profit, #+1 it been neersstry to Luy 211 the fodd us.d, the tot-l
expenditure voulldd hrve been v prector 4n-n tac fi~ures i linmt | siree rotnil
prices wwuld neve beon prid for 711 of 4 fHaod,

The tot:l costs cf frrily living rnd fare crer-tinn < lone (3647) v.ore
neorly tvies the forrodncore, rinus risce llaneous erplopment. Onothe cthrr
herd, o cn tacee costs (Shrt is, forlly

living ¢d form Arerctiorn) vore considired
i rlation to tot -l £-rmoreceiptes (which is rinus rny berrovrd cnp it it in-
ciuidrs :i’c:l"fro.v errioyront, KA, cnd FOA rronts) it v feund thrt the £oroe
15 levest incure roup hed 2 rerzin of J154, viich vyvs 12 prreect of
1 cneh reeelnts,  ihis mrcin ws used for other cpendltares In rontic-
Torinc, for debt rotiremc-t, < d o it l qucds Lrvegtront, M tne sooo
t;mo, it vwe lcuwd thot these £ r-crs h 1 borr taticl cronts for conduct.
ir.; thedr frm busincss. Ordinrrily, °uch cr ised for drvescrant i
c-pitr 1l roons, but in tids crour only L1956 of 309 borrowed vas renvrted 18 ine
victed in tivect.ck

oved Lo
013.
~ lco

ad rechinery, This hints thot ¢ne b-l-re -urt heve bern
prrticlly or tholliy used for debt rotir-ront, for £orn onrrotine eocts, ind fer
fir;ly Yivins rxpenses,

o N .
b4 s Ur‘b(/

X.100s Forities in the lom=lines » crup conoreslize s srcter e
irc.re in the v ovs cherd, so they oon dinvrct i rreliteretarnte canit
1% i5 evidont th oy ey Level of Tivin~, trelr form enerentinge couto, "ol zntLr

drtt rrtircrent 1) hove to o in &t ~n sbaciate ~indiruw.,
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In the crse of the socord inen—e mroun, p50C to $999, o souevh-t different
slturtion existed. To bezin vith, £ rily-livin: ?tpendi*"res rrounted to 72432
fur -n avereme-size fauily of 4.4 persons., This is an incresse of one=fourth

over the farily-livirg expenditures of the first group., Farm incowre ninus 'iis-~
cellancous erployment srourted to ¢671, exceeding the first sroup by 76 nerecent.
"hen forn—oper-tineg costs of the second rroup were rdiled to foril -livi v custs,
tneir tot-l rrounted to .967, or 144 percent of the form inc.me rinus rdscelli-nre
<us ernloyment,

A lover ‘level of livin~e wuld hive existrd, s vrs sern in the firct -roup
and 25 vill be sern in the cther incore rrours, if £orily livin~ had not been
enl.-nced by hore—pr.duced focdse For this sroup, the tot:1l of these had rnocver-
arce form velue per fomily of C172. The coash expenditure for fo ds oo unted to
<157. There f4milies praduced 52 prreent of their £ouds Ascuming: thot it had
been nacess-ry to buy 11 of this £..4, the totol efﬂnnd*uurc f.r f~3ly livins
w.uld have been corsiderably crester thin these date indic~te, nt the exprnse Jf
f-rm cperaticn cr crpitrl=soods investient. Or, rore rr b"o*., the £. 1
expenditures ».uld hove beon hield dovn,

In this incume ~r.up, rs in the first, the ¢Zditi n-~l ine re fr.m riscel-
lereous erloyrent, Aia paymients, end FSA -ronts playel an irport-at pe rt in roet-
inr~ the necess-ry c-sh experncitures encurhbent up.n thrse f~-ilivs, Tith this
inc.nc rrd vith ut ony b.orrove? earitrl, these foilies reclized J1,134 to nedt
el,154 in runnin~ 'r current expensces inciulin- ieht retirement, If it hrdon t
bren for drbt remaimints, vhich -cwunted to 2127, they » uld hove hal a mir-~in
£ J167, «r 15 percent o f their totsl r"n receiprts, ~hich ¢ Wi have bern used
f.r wthir exponlitires in cinnection vith the f-rrin- entororiss: £or exartle,
f.r c-»it~1 ~_ is investrent.

These formilies, -8 th se in the first -rup, b rrwed » gibstiontisl <= unt
~f c-orit:l but it wos n.t investetd entirely in crpitol ovils, Of the 324
5 rr vel Ly the pyers-s f2rily i the jruup, only J214 vms investel in guch . s,
Tris, t -, su--ests thot the brlanee f J100 rast “.'.vn been usel prrtl- Ly o
vh.lly £ r leht retirecnt, £or Srrooner-ting ond T r fooilp=livin: exponses

The {~-1li-s
rroup in thn'wg':f
investwrnt in erpit
t. reclize r cubs
thrssh o o~ .l cr
jrvrat s.me fth

In this sec nl roup i bebtter thirn the for-ilivs in th~ first
iebt rotir-ment onld ’~ztln' «ther current exrernces tut thedr
-1~ ds was 5731l In effect, it +111 be -7 c.iblc £ r the-
tial inc.e fron thelr fnv-ostoent In crrit-l o s wilocos,
verr cnL s ol meriet contitd onsy it ds oo ltio fr o tten b

I trus bhuill un

-~

&P
their er » receirts in :ore copitsl ¢ ocis ond
srecter p.soibiiities fr - i'(r..‘-c. riculturl €c niryve
TN the ¢V ipd frrmadneome crose s f 210000 = (1,479, cortoin substuntind
fryroverents over the firse cno s ¢ d o roaps tre oot l, Ine e frrthe £y

: . "' T - 3 o). 03 ~~
rirus riseell-ne s eopl wont, ¢ me quite netrly 4oote ting Oodlr=livine oo

f re— peratineg C,oth, ﬁ;ﬁAJ dent retirencite 7hvsv c sts i~ wtel t 1,171,
“erens the inc =e o untel $9 51,072, lonvin: » eficit £.99,
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Family living in this group represented a cash expenditure of 3508 for an
average~size fomily of 4.9 persons. This was slishtly less then one=helf of the
ferm income (47 percent), ninus miscellaneous empluyment, The farm value of the
home—produced fouds was 5197, representing 54 percent cf the total value of
produced end purchssed fouds, Purchased foods represented zn expenditure «<f
«167. These hone-produced feods made up 28 percent of the tcetel value of pure
chased and prcduced items of family living, Although the percentage of the total
value of family livinr represented by the value c¢f horme~produced fuods is some—
vhat less than in the first tw income groups, it remains thst the monetary value
is practically the sarme, Tpis indicates that the fzmilies in &ll of the sroups
have put forth equal efforts towerd reslizing a portion of their subsistence frcocm
the land, livestuck, and poultry. The increased living expenses are represented
by purchases of nonfood items, a considerable part of which arc probably to
satisfy psychclorical needs,

It is to be noted from Fipure 1 thzt farm-operating costs are substontially
greater in this income group, being 6323 as compared vith $354 and (535 in the 2
lover inccocme groups, respectively., Simultanevusly, investrment in capital goods
wes much greater than in the two lower income groups. These goods, of necessity,
required greater expencitures for fuel «nd upkcep, end for livestock feed and
- expense, Capital investment excecded the amount of copital borrowed during the
year, Under favorable circumstances, the families pussessing thrse copital goods
can expect a material increase in income from their farms, More importont is the
psychclogical value of the feeling of success which may be considered z resl, if
not measurable, addition to the farm femilies!'! level of livins.

™ith considerable cepital invested in capitzl goods during the year, a
certain degree of elasticity vill be possible four these femilies in the future
in thst emphasis of expenditure can be shifted from one type to ancther without
seriously impairing the effectiveness of farming operations cr the level of living,
There was little retirement of debt in this group. Under favorable circunstances
they might try to retire more so they will be relieved of the burden of debt in a
shorter period of time.

The fanilies in the fourth income rroup (41,500 - 1,999) indicated the best
level of living of any sroup on the project. Expern:iitures for femily living
amounted to $463 for an average-size family of 3.3 persons, or 36 percent of the
farr income, ninus miscellanecus erployment. Farm—operating expenditures minus
debt retirenent arwunted to $761l. TFamily=living and frrm-operating expenses to—
zether zmounted to $1,224, or 95 percent of the cash form inceme of 31,289.

Farily living wes enhanced by $187 worth of home-preduced foods, repre-
senting 55 percent of the total value of foced consumed and 29 percent of the
total value of fomily livine. Food purchased arvunted to an expenditure of 7156,
Evidently these families, since their average size was small, enjoyed a somevhat
hizher }evel of living than didthe families in the precedine groups,

Total income, minus any cspitel burrowed during the yecr, exceeded by £90
the total expencitures includine cepital investnent, the incime being 52,208 and
total expenditures includins: debt retirement and investrent being 32,118, Debt
retirement emounted to 5242. A4t the same time, considerable investrnent ras made
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in esrital guods, vhich vill 21llow for e certrin deree of elnsticity in the
h-nidlinz f farm finrneces Cunsilerinz the srmall creunt of totsl indebtedness, *
these fzrilles, under fav.rable cunditions, vill anparently s,on rotire their
_,./A.J.”' ti_nse. . -

The fifth incere rroun (8,000-02,499) is represented by -nly one forily;
thus it bec.1mes a2 éese study. The rethuod used illustretrs primarily a techiique
th-t ri-ht be used in individurl cese studies by county supervie rs en? ¢thors
c.ncerned with evalucting the prurress of individual clients,

It is =prerent from c-sunl inspecticn «f the chert that this Crerat.r hrs
encrged somevhnt in speculative farnmine,

To berin with, the cash expenditure for f°rily livinq an.urnted to 1609 fir
a f2:4ly .f 4 rers.nis, This cmount 13 in excess :f the averare f.r #ny .f the
cther ~rcupnse, The cnsh expenliture for f.3 alune nw,unted to 2232, vkich is

hirher than the aver-re for any of the vther rrouys, £t the sane ti.s, the value
.f hore-pr ducel £2.ds wvas less th-n thet . cny - f the 1 .vrr-incore #r urs, Hore-
rroducel! f.od vas velued at (143, rejresenting 33 percent of the t.tal volue o f
food consuzed ant 13 rercint f the t_tsl value «f fardly livin~, Dwreniitures
fritrrs wther thon fonily living vere 2lso rre~ter thon ¢ rres-ondine ex-ern e
tures in ~ny f the 1l wr irc.re ~runs (fi~. 1),

F-rm crerating ex erditree vere (1,767, » s'rioruch hicher than thrt  f
ary - f the .ther inc re rrurse Inc.me fr oothe f-1r, rinus riscellane us eryl y-
nert, vs J1,309 - .nly S22 ret incore, & return «f nly 0121 percent, Little
cirit»l w-s b rrosxed ;ur4q' the ye-r (’23&), tnl 1itsle invastrent vos nade in
e~ vl o ods (21C7). £ 1l.ws thrt, f.r this f~ily, isecllrneous ezl imient
‘ni Afs parmients hove bfen cssentin l 8 urers <f inc re in meetin~ the tot-1 forre
.;fratin: exenditares, fuily-livin=~ oxenlitures, vnd lebt retrement —the debt
cyrent en oated v (521,

fl2 T 0 Cr urs

f, ~neral, rrnl for cli ie e orowrgy it rem be s-il thot ~iceclltne.us
s Tener l, b4 ’ N
e~pl yrant, iSA poyments, nd PLlooronts plyed in Loortont port dnoodnte lning
s rcaz.n~ble b-l-nece hetven t.otol receirts onl tote 1 ey cnuitures, Lercci:lly
vre this true in the i_.ver-inc.m~ Tu'l 8.

Dot~ for those five fne s rowrs Lont occe unt forothe iTrrences tetvver
t t-1 rceed:ts rni v t-L exeniitures, It ws £ oml thet ceort-in sl oexienii-
t.res vermen t c1erys crterel o8 such in the forily reerdb ks, Ouohoon W ni -t
tre besinine ralboent £ the wear vs c1s. crfttel but At roy Do sscwrc! thot this
am unted t. very little

Then tne 47 £o-4ilics wore vieewlis oovh be st 108 1 e me
ri.. ex; cnLitureg.cert-in penercl focts st Pont, An oz T, Lecre vs
rr-lized from scver-l s ourers, thr - st irp re-nd beios livest ck 7ol llvest ck
sro licts (toble 4) £ r 54 percent, o Tald of (255 D the rverns f-r- Lc ~c¢ er

-
‘Y
e ]
.
o+

i N Y y . v..\ ‘1
foilr, oo frocothis s urce, Crom ostles contrivute . 0l Licvoroent, oo hsite
{r.,* tw: f-cts: (;) tr4 ¢ checr f it is rot resy el o8 ;r fit-vle -l (2 )

* e . \ v T > .
ir cestint of Teeloer ps L moorn TLf the livest cx cn) oivect ok oprolucts proviled
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a more-or-less continuous flow of cash throughout the ye~r os well as contributing
largely to the fund of home-produced and consumed foods, .:'.*

Toble 4.~ Sources of cash farm income, 47 Ropesville Project families, 1939

Percent of total :

Averczge per family

Source : cash income

Driry products s 28 $238
Hogs s 10 85
Cattle : 7 62
Eggs : 5 47
Poultry : 3 22
Other 1/ : _1 .10

Total : 54 8464
Crop scles : 29 242
Miscellaneous employmeht : 9 79
Other miscellaneous sources 2/: _8 _70

Total farm income : 100 $355

1/ Other livestock and produce scles.
2/ Gifts, inheritances, miscellrneous sales, etc.

‘Although they have made considerzble progress the families in this mevwdy
constructed cormunity still need assistance from Federal cgencies.

Only a few years sgo these families were on forms-of such inadequete
physical ccpaeity thot, regardless of work and mancgement, their reward wes nothing
but the most meager living - far below the minimum rcquirements for health and
providing none of the intangible satisfactions. Hzd it not been for the Ropesvill
Project, these fzmilies might have Joined the strerm of migrants. The family
living of these groups might be contrasted with that of their less fortunate con-—
temporaries as reported in Steinbeck's Grapes of Yrath.

Nine fomilies had farm incomes of less then $500, but none of the 47 fami-
lies kept their total expenditures for frrm business ond frmily living within
that amount. In the next cash~farm—income group (2500 — $999) 23 fomilies
had incomes within this azmount, but only 10 werc able te limit their exvenditures
therein, 2 more optimistic situation is seen in the crsh-farm-income group of
$1,000 -~ $1,499, in vhich there were 11 families vhose income fell within this
amount, =zs compared vith 16 who had expenditures within these limits, Three
families had total expenditures of more than $2,50Q0 but none had farm incomes that
approached that amount.

Ligain, it may be seen thet L payments vhich amounted to on average of
$418 per fzrm played o vital. part in meeting the farm and fanily exzenditures.
Borroved capitel and grants from the Ferm Security Administration and borrovings
from private sources 2lso helped, ’
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T-ble 5.~ Distributiun of 47 Repesville Project frrilies, by farm incore
ard by totsl forr busincss and frrily living x;r'«d tures

Cesh f-rr inecore =ond No, forilies hevirn t oe forilies havingr t'(Sr fro
ex- enditures crour s this f-r~ incoure 1 $ business nnd fo-ilv livine v, 2/

Urder $500
$£500 = 2999
21,000 = 21,49
1,500 = 31,999
22,000 = 52,499
w2,500 and over
Total

10
16
12
6
3

7

LY

“ o o 0 o oo oo o0 ot feo @
I lH\JH\JNO

~
~3

y L.cuore from nogs 1l fara seurces and risce

g neous ernl yment,
1nudes debt retirement and cornital ~ood

P
<
investront,

1l
s

This ex (nditure < £ Federel miney has seant end 4s ~epnine to the frmily
irvolved, the reaquisition of cr-itel 7 ods, of a hore, and of innd fror shich
it ¢ n cventurlly becore s«l‘-su,: rtince

iostudy of thedir record books suviosts thi bt these fr-ilics hove mnde a
cnicirnticus «ff rt to contr.l exerditures throu-h i 2nd home »1lris and
t iroich resord=kecs ine of 211 inc e ond exrenditiures, In this v~y they hnve
teen ohle 4o secure the r-xirun in "/)'l., rrd setisf-cti ns from their incr res,

F/UILY LIVING

icrtin of f-ily=livis s iters v s used tir 1h ut the
study, ..t, rehrced iters wrre irnciuded, & discussion L h rie
i

yr.duced

(1) I' 1 included rociries, rents, v ls eoben ey fre h e, -ad such
lare 5 i4rrs 23 ¢ iy, ier crenm, and ¢ ad drinvse

H ucohw 34 -op-ti n o {ncluded kitehen  nd l1ourndry vr-1liosy 2l £
, . i nery, telerhone crd teleproth,

(2) CI *Rinp inciudrd rztrrisrl Sor honeersde “~rvunts s0d £ rre-eirg £ r
reor v roantsy sh ‘:, rithrrs, b ts, -1 ves, hendierchiefs, neclities,
e -

(L) Foacii-) Sirmobives ~rd eqi! cort Lelaied - LLrorep~irs to furniture
~vd Koy sy e ro et ioerent I Yenitaoe v of pltenen crd iy it -
remty, fl rc wrince, vind v sh-d s erd crt-ins, t-diin-, -iceellione us 50l
iters  f Kitchene—re, ~nd rientel furnishines,

(5) ¥ le-1dreladed hospit-lizctioa ind elininl ~rre, doetir, culise,
. destiot feoo, redicine, frd drus ftems,
. ntist feooy redileine, NS
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(6) Personal included items of personcl induleences, @s tcbacco, cizer-
ettes, cosnctics, Jewelry, and persunzl services rececived ot barber and beauty
S h{)‘('" Se

(7) Educatiun, recrection, church, velfsre, rifts, ete. included schocl
supplies, fees, newspapers, magazincs, books, shows, plays, lectures, nusic lessm
-orgenizetion dues, cash donations for church and vwelfare, and gifts cutside the
family. '

(8) Insurence included life insurance premiums end other investrent—type
savinrs,

T2 learn sccurstely the expenditure pattern for items of fanily living an
analysis wes made of the 2ctusl and anticipated cash expenditures far gocds end
services consumed by the average family,.

First, it may be pointed vut that family-living items 2lone recuired o
cash cutlay of 2n average of $440 per family, or £l00 per perscn., These families
averaged 4.4 persons ezch. The aversse farm income yer femily was $855, Fomily-
living expenditures zbscrbed 51.5 vercent of this smcunt. There wis some varia-
tiun in family-living expenditures vhen cunsidered by sige <¢f fam income (table
2). In those families whose form income was under $1,000, the family-living
expenditures were less than the 2veraze for all families, being 5432 for the
%500 = $999 group =nd $343 for the group vhose income wus wnder £500. Hotever,
the size of fanily was practically the same as the averarce fur »11 faomilies,
being 4.4 and 4.3 persions, respectively, Those families vho had an income in
excess f 31,000, on the other hand, spent an averase f from £463 to 3669 fer
family living items vhen cunsidered by inccme proups, These fanilies averaged
4.5 perscns.

Plenning fur Femily Livin:s

£1lthourh the averaze anticiprted cash exypenditure for 211 items of femily
living was only 437 below that 2ctually spent by erch ferily, there vas- consid-
ercble verietion, over ~nd under, vhen the items were cunsidered individuelly
(table 6). The item of food shors the srectest under-snticipated expenditure —
%513 on the other hand, household operatiun and clothing, two l-rme itens of
expenditure, vere over-anticipsted by 522 snd 715, respectively (fig. 2), The
expenditures for the-other items vere more closely enticirated,

This varistion hsd several ceuscs. #t the beainning of the ys=or vhen the
fzrm and horme plons were set up ccoreratively by the formers ond the Farm end
Home Mznagerent supervisors of the Ferrm Security Ldministration, it wrs assumed
thot there would be very little flucturticn in nrices durins the year, Then,

. becausr <f the dietary habits cf the pecvple, not so much milk or sc mony heme-
produced vepetebles wvere consumed as hed bren exyected vhen plons were nade,

This meant 2 heavier cash ~utlay for foods bousht st the 1lucsl merkets. These
families have evidently rurchased fuod with cesh vhich vwuld heve been used for
other items of family living if the plens had bern followed. Fuor example, certein




17

ACTUAL AND ANTICiPATED EXPENDITURES PER FAMILY FOR
FAMILY LIVING. DISTRIBUTION BY TYPE OF EXPENDITURE.
47 ROPESVILLE PROJECT FAMILIES. 1939
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of the rmcney that was rlanned as anticirated expenditures for household operation,
for clothing, ond for insurence was used for fuud since they could get ~long vith
less then ws planned for these other items,

Table 6.—~ ictual and enticiprted cash expenditures per family for itens of
fomily living, 47 Ropesville Project families, 1939

Ttems of femily living s Actuel : A ticipeted
Totzl : 440 ' 403
Foud : 158 107
Household operation : 43 65
Clothing : 89 104
Housing, furnishings, @#nd equipment @ 49 40
Medical care : 35 28
Persoral exgenditures : 29 22
Education, recreatioun, church, :

welfare, rifts, ctce 3 28 27
Insurance : 9 1

Cash Exvenditures for Femily Living, by Months

Cash expenditures for items of family livin-~ durine the first 6 months of
the year were considerably belcw those of the lest 6 ronths of the year (table 7).
The averaze, per fzmily, for the first 6 nonths ronged from e low of £22 in June
to 2 high of 31 in March., During the secend 6 rionths, the range ves from a low
of $33 in September to ¢ high of $66 in December, The averace expenditure per
month, rer femily, for the first 6 months wes (28, tund fur the secend 6 menths,
$45 — an increase of 61 vercent, In terus of cash exrended, the amount per menth
for food expenditures remained relstively constznt excert durin-s July, vhen
crnning and nerserving were taking place, Expenditures are affected both by the
seasonal returns from the farm business and by sensunel changes in the need for
certein items, Expenditures for clothing shoved the rreatest increase cdurinz the
second holf of the yerr, particularly during Octuber, Noverber, and December.
Housinea, furnishings, and equipment also received rdded attention during these
rmonths (fiz. 3). These were items mcst nesded &t this time of the yesr, cnd, too,
money from crop sales and livestock end livestock products vos ceming ine.  Physicel
activitics were heavier and hired help hrd to be feds

During the first half of the yesr most of the svailsble cash rvms used
chiefly for farm operation, such as seeding, equirment, equirment upkee:;:, ond fuel.

Data as presented shows a distribution of expenditures rather than pirchases
by month of year. No zttempt wes mede tc learn the exact time the vericus items
of family living were bought.
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Table 7.—- Money paid out per month per family, for femily living items; 47 Ropesville Project familics

1939

o ":Total expenses: : : : Housing : : : IEducation :

: per family :Household: :furnishings:liedical: Personal : recreation : Insur-—
Month : for family  :TFood:oporation:Clothing: ard : care :expenditures:church, welfare: ance

: living : : : sequipment @ : : pifts, ste.
Jan. i $31 52 34 3 4 g 4 $ 3 5 2 31 31
Feb. “ 27 11 5 3 2 3 2 1 —%
Mar, M 31 12 4 5 2 4 2 2 -
Apr. m 30 14 2 6 3 2 2 1 —
May “ 27 12 2 6 2 1 1 2 1
June m 22 12 2 3 1 1 1 1 1
July m 42 18 5 6 6 3 3 1 —
Aug. M 36 12 3 5 1 8 2 2 2
Sept. : 33 Y3 6 3 1 3 3 —x
Oct. M 55 15 3 19 11 2 2 2 1
Nov, M 40 12 4 11 5 3 2 2 1
Dec. M 60 14 6 15 9 4 6 10 2
Total : 5440 5158 543 £89 349 835 529 428 39

3¢ Less than 50 cents.
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Evpenditures per Person far Items ef Forily Livine
b Size of Frmily

Femily living studies usuclly shew that larger f-rm fomilics penerclly hrve
l-rgcer incones than the smaller fomilies. This vas not true en this project in
1939, except to & small extent.

The zvernge firm income of those families heving less thrn 5 full-tine
rcesident members ves §734 for the ye'.r 1979; the cver-ce of thesc fomilics hoving
5 or more ncmbers vas $203. 2/ This small difference did nct cilev the members
of the lorpc frmilies to liwe ¢s vell ¢s the mambers of the sm-1l f=niliess There
vere 29 smll fomilics, vho ~verzped 3.5 persons each, rad 18 lorge foniilies, vho
cver~ged 6 persons cach. £An cver-ge of $120 v=s spent per persons in the em-1l
frmilies for fimily-living items, vheress cnly €21 vrs spent per person in the
lorpe fomilies - a difference of 339 (t-ble 8). Evide.tly the average pcrsen in
the lerge f-milies lecked 814 of having as much te spend for food cg did the aver-
apge porson in the sm:1l fanily, :nd had £7 less for clothing,.

Lverope expenditures per cdult mole equivelent fer 11 fomilies =rnd for
the lorge ond smrll fruilies ere clse shovn in toble 8, 3/ This scele is really
zprplicrble only to focd consumption but v-s cpplied hrre in order th-t cther
comparisons might be made. Then expenditures for the smill nnd lorpe £ rilies
vrre considered in terms of adult mrle equiv-1lent, th~ difference becrme 43
instezd of the £29, rs cormputed on the per porson bosis., Prrt ef this difference
is ~ttributed to, the. fzct th-t.merbers of lorge fomilivs vere younper thon members
cf the cmrll fomilicse :

2/ A1l fardlies studied concisted of rarents -nd children; there vere re
.unattached rrmters in tny of the houscholds. :

3/ See table 13, p.31 for £1ult mole—souivelent gcale used to wlpht focd | -
etonsumption of family mernbers,
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Table 8.- Average cash expenditures per person and per adult male
equittalent for foods and services, by size of family 1/,
47 Ropesville Project families, 1939.

All families ¢ Small families ¢ Lerge families
Per :Adylt male: Per :Adult male: Per jAdult male
person:equivalent person:equivalent :personsequivalent

99 116 120 140 81 97

Food : $36 $42 $43 $50 $29 $35
Household mperation : 10 11 12 14 8 9
Clothing : 20 24 24 28 17 20

Housing, furnishings, & :
equipment .oos 1L 13 15 17 7 9
Medical care : 8 9 8 9 8 10
Personezl expenditures : 6 8 9 11 4 5

Education, recreation, LA

church, welfare, & gifts 6 7 8 9 5 6
Insurance . . s 2 2 1 2 3 3

]

Total :

1/ Smell families -~ those having less than 5 members,
Large families - those having 5 or more members,

Average farm income for small familieS. o o o o o o o o o 2846
Average farm income for large families. « o o o o o » o« « 868
Average farm value of foods produced on the farms of

small faniliesS o o o o o o 0 6 6 0 6 o 0 a0 s 0 e e s 168
Average ferm value of foods produced on the farms of

Iarge families o o o 6 o ¢ o ¢ o o o o 0 0 0 o 0 0 e s 209

(1) Food expenditures.— This tabulated summzry shows that for the small
and large families, as well &s when a1l femilics were combined, feod represented
the largest single item of family living, being 36 percent of the total expenditures
for items of frmily living for each of the 3 groups. Since the totsl spent for
items of family living varicd bctwecn the small @nd large fomilies, it fellews thet
the amount per person varicd. In the small femilies $43 wes spent per person for
foud; %29 per person wes spent in the large families.

It is impossible to determine the rclative adequacy or inadequacy of the
food consumed by the size ef family but the situetion wes not se serious s might
appear., As the farm value of the food produced and consumed on the farm of the
smell family wes $168, und on the ferm of the lorge family, $£209, the members of
the large families appcrently fared practically as well 2s members of the small
femilies, Here ogein the importance of diversified fzrm activities 1s evident.
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(2) Clothing expenditures.- Clothing represented the secend larpest expendi-
“ture for items of family living, representing 20 percent of the totcl expenditurcs.,
“he proportionate amounts spent for clothing for the small-fzmily person and the
large-fanily person werealmost the sare but there was a difference of £7 between
th-m. Expenditures for the smalli-family person wrre 324 and for the latt.r, $17.

T+

I% gpocs without saying that, usually, for these amounts only essentizl garments
vore bought, .

(3) Housing, furnishinrs, and ccuinment.- This item represented 11 percent
of the expenditures per person for all families, 12.5 percent por person for snmall
furiliez, end 9 percent per person for the large familiss; however, in terrs of
acta-l exponditures, only half as much per person wes spent bty the lorpe fomiliis =
$7 vor person, as compered with 215 for the smellefimily perscn., IS tiken on a
fizily bnsis, these expenditures for @1l ferdlies were £49; for thr s 11 fonili s,
$°<; und for the lerge frmilies, £44.

(4) Housrholdeoperation expenditures.- These expenditures, resres.nting
é¢lrost 10 percent of the tot:l; virc Tourth in size for the zll-f:rmily proun and for
the srill-femily group, ond third in size for the large=frmily groure. They fvor-gec
$.0 per person for the first group, or {43 per family; 812 per prrecon for the secend
or 4] per farily; and &3 per person for the third, or §45 per fomily,

(5) M-dic-l-core ev~-nditure.~ It i5 :pp:rent thrt expenditures for medicrl
cire vere not influenced oy size of frmily. For both the sr-ll= =1.d large=f:nily
persor. there vos «n cvercge expenditure of (8 eaxch, This represented 8 percent of
the tot:l expenditurc ver person in the 71ll-fomily group, 7 pcrcent per persor in
the sn-ll-frrmily group, cnd 10 percent per person in the lirpe-={orily groupe Vhen
censidered on 2 fimily brsis, it v=s found thit, -wmonm s 1l romilies, =medierl ex-
cenditures ronped from none to £163, ¢nd for the l-rees f-.:ilics this rinme v-s from
$2 to 2181, This large ronge ray b~ cccounted for through tne ocrurrence of
erergracies and through payrient of o rlicr obligz-tiLus,

(6) Other fril-_living exvenditures.— Thls proun of exrenditures - vhich
ir.clides personcl exprenditures, education, recre-.tion, church, welf-re, pifts, rnd
nsur:nce = rerresents 15 percent of the tot-l expendiiures for iters of f--ily
iivine by size of firily proups. The sicll-frnily person snert 18 for iters in
tris crt(gory, rhiere~s the lﬂrgo-fu.;;y person syent only {12,

It is intcresting th-t fo,d, clothing, and person-l expenditures repregented
a larper outlay of crsh per prrson arong the cr-ll-frrily persons thrn fronz the
l rec=forily persons, being 970 per person avong the former 2nd $58 per person
TL gt}‘rlttf'r.

U3 p—rroduced Fo-as

The 47 {.:.ilirs on the Ropesville Frojeet consured £15,03% worth of food
an zvern~e of $342 per funily. (The f-rn vhlue is piv.n to hure-produced food,
Cf this #-wung, 32,62 vorth v=s produced on the frrre Thus e ch f--ily, on the
aver-re, incronsed its oncorie by (134, si.rl by producing sore of 1ts ovn veget:ible

errs, 7nd 4 iry <nd nest products, (toble 9).

This does not pive the comp.lete picture, I they had bourht thece comoodi-
tirs on the rorket, the cost wwuld hrve been 205, The mvit purchnses ©lone would
h-ve cost (161, In "hurt tn ir food expeuditurcs wsre cut 121, or <6 precant,
this srving & subctonti-l nrount to be spont for cther iters of f :ily living, for
f‘rL-orﬂrqtlng F!pquVS, or fur c-rit-l gooda.
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The two prlnCLpal hono—producrd 1tems vere ncat °nd milk, rcproscntlng al-
most 80 percent of the- food that was produced znd consumed on tho farm. The rest
-were fruits, vegetables, eggs, driéd becns, peas, nuts, and potatoes. As the aver-
age cash expenditure for food was %158, it can be seen that the food from the farm

cpresented a value in excess of that of food purchescd. Food from the farm has
mecant a resl improvement in the ferm way of living. Less cash wes necessagry for
food than would have been true were these fimilies being rehobilitcted in the city.

The considerable difference between farm prices znd city prices is shown
by the fact thet the food products produced and consumcd on the farm would have
cost 66 percent more than the ferm-price quotations (thct is, the prices et vhich
the farmer could sell his prdéducts) hed these foods becn bought st the locsl retail
markets. The farm value of these home~produced and consumed foods was 60 percent
of the retail prices. Milk wes 50 percent higher at the local r¢tail market, meat
69 percent higher, eggs 64 percent higher, ond fruits and vergetebles, Jncludlng
potetoes, were 92 percent higher..

In m2king thesec comparisons it is assumed that foods grown &nd usecd on the
form verc of the seme qurlity as those zvzileble in local retoil markets. It moy
vell be that the foods consumed on the ferm were of o quality someivhet brlow thet
preveiling in the loczl reteil merkets.

v But differences in quzlity for the market mey not zlvrys or usuclly have
been reflected in nutritive values, end these fanilies probebly sccured ~s much or
more ‘nutritive valucs from homo-produccd foods thﬂn if the s2re iterms had been pur-
chased.

A probeble qurstion ot this point is, just vhat kinds of food arc grorn.

N The avers aze number of cettle on each ferm wes 7; the hog numbers veried
some; but usuelly there were enough to provide the home supply of.mest. The
poultry consisted of on everege of 100 hens in & culled flock.

The principal fruits vere plums ond peoches. The vegetables in the g ardens
were grecn beans, ‘bects, tomitoes, turnips, cucumbers, rnustard, lettuce, carrots,
okra, onions, and potatoes.

The pressure cooker method of crnning fruits and vegctebles ves used by

practiczlly all the fimilies., No cellars arewed for storsge but large pantried
hzd bensn provided in 211 of the houses for storing fruits ¢nd vegetobles,

vPlanning of the Home-produced Foqd Supply

.Considercble variation is found between the znticip~ted ~nd the actucl hone-
produced food supply (tcble 10). The actu=l qusntity per farmily of milk produced
and used ves 827 quarts below thrt ~nticipstcd. Mect, on the other hand, exceeded
by 287 pounds thet anticipated. Lecfy green and yellow vegetabletproduction and
" use wes overanticipsted by 156 pounds per femily. Other items, such s eggs, dried
bezns, pecs, and nuts, ond other fruits and vegetables, vere more closely estimated.
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Some of these variations may be accounted for by the fact that these people
had lived mainly on meat in the past - a hangover of the traditional meat-meal-and-
molasses diets so conmon among the poorer people in the South. The Farm Security
Administration is making vigorous efforts to bring about a better balance in the
diet of the groups.

The data for the 47 families, who averaged 4.4 persons each, shows the
quantity of home~produced food consumed per family and per person. The average
for the year, per family, was 1,022 querts of milk or 0.6 quart per person per
day; 733 pounds of meat, or 0.46 pound per person per day; 135 dozens of eggs, or
1 egg per person per day; and 1,163 pounds of vegetables and fruits, including
potatoes, 0.7 pound per person per day.

Table 10.~ Yegrly summary of. Pood produets produced ‘and used on the farm, 47
Ropesville PrOJect fanlllos, 1939

:Anticipated: Actuel : Actual productiocn
sproduction :production: &and use releted
: and use : and use : to that anticipated

Iten Unit:per forily :per femily: per fanily
Milk :qt. 1,849 1,022 -327
Meat - :1b, 446 733 4237
Eggs ' . :doz, 145 135 -~ 10
Dried beans, deS and nuts :lb. 51 24 : - 27
Vegetables, leafy green H
and yellow :1b, 441 285 © =156
Other fruits and vegetebles :lb. 767 843 d %
Potatoes b, 459 11 ~448

Foods Canned and Stored

'The fanilies on the Ropesville Project were resourceful in utilizing fresh
fruits, vegetables, znd meats for the table during season and an inspection of the
inventories of canned and stored products shows that during the year considerable
canning was done. At the end of the year ecch farily had en averzge <f 369 quarts
of canned vegetables, as compared with 173 a2t the beginning of the year; 115 quarts
of canned fruit as. compzred with 39; and 30 quarts of canned meat as corparod vith
14 quarts. If @ flat value of 10 cents per quart is given to vegetables, 15 cents
to fruits, and 25 cents to meats, the 1nvont>ry value of fuods canned, plus those
stored at the énd of the yea r, exceeds the velue of the foud on hend ﬂt the begin-
ning of the yrer by $44 per family, which is more thin double the inventory at the
beginning of the year (table 11). The veluc of the stored products, at the begin-
ning of the ycar (not including crnned products) was $6 and at the end it was §14.
The stored items consisted of frults, vepgetables, end mezt products prescrved by
methods other than ce&naing. '



There are two appar:nt reasons for the large increase in th2 conned-foods
inventory: (1) The FSA is cncouraging th: building up of a full y2rr's surrlus
of carncd focds vwhercas (2) the people have not broken away from their heavy meat—
and-mzal—cating habits. But it is apparent thzt the fanilics on the Ropesvilla
Project had rmade better preparctions for the year 1940 than they hed for tho yenr
-1939.

Toble 11.- Inventorics of food products chnned and storad ¢t the beginning and
2nd of y.ar, 47 Ropesville Proj:ct fomilics, 1939

: Inventory @ Inventory : Increase

:ot beginning: at end : in,

: of yorr ¢ of car ¢ dinvintory
Veg-tubles (qt.) : 173 - 309 : - 196
Fruit (qt.) : 39 115 76
Meats (qt.) s 14 30 16
Value of stored products = : 6 o4 39
Vilue of 11 foods crnned @ ‘ ' )

cnd stored, pcr faaily w32 576 A
SU'T'ARY

(1) In the study her: reportod 47 FSA form-fiurnily rcecord hooks.thrt h-d bec
kept during the yzar 1339 were used. The familizs studied aveorzged 4.4 porsons
each. The avercge ape of the operator was 36 years end his -verage of scicoling
corrleted wos the cighth grade.

(2) The land bas: in the Roresvilile froject, eon which these fanilics live,
averapes 202 acres por unite. Diversificd e :sh=crop liv:stock far—ing wrs proc-
ticede The avernyre frra incone frem crops, livesteck, livestock products, nnd
risce=llancous crpleymant, and other nisccllrnoecus sources wo3 (3255, of which 24
rorecnt crote from livestock aud livestock productse This wos cxelusive of leans,
gronts, ard AAA payrerntse  Farm- nnd foridly=living oxpenditures, including dett
retirenent and c .pitrl guods investnent, aver-iced L1,5%43.  AAA poments averoed
w18 per farn. - On an ﬁVuT?gQ, these farilics borrowed 321 fron the Farm Security
Ad'»nlgtruuion, vicre given 5,18 in the fornm of FSA grants, ond berrowed 6» from
frivetc scurcese.

(3) Vhen the farilics woere grouped by srount of £ar- incomi, thise who
shrwed an incoyr of 1,500 - ;1,549 indicnted the bist finnnelnl ewiditicns Thedr
incecme, minus ~ny berreved copittl, excoud.d by (20 thelr total oxpenditures in-
cluding cnpitsl investient ~nd debt retirencents It is evident ¢rot o cortein dogre.
cf clwsticity in onoperwnt of form fin-nee is possitly for £4=i2f0s wio hrve a
tot~1 inccne of at lesst this amcunt,
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(4) Of the $440 spent for femily living, 4158 was spent for food, 92 for
houschold operation, housing, furnishings, and equipment, and (89 for clothinge.
The remeining 5101 was distributed among the items of medical care, p:rsonal ox-—
panditurcs, education, recreation, church, welfere, gifts, #nd insurance.

(5) Totel cash expenditurcs per family for family living items were under—
enticipated by $37. Food showed the greatest difference, being underanticipated
by $51, whereas houschold operation and clothing werc overanticipated by 422 and
£, 15, rospectively.

(6) Averazge expenditure for family living per month per family for the first
6 months of 1939 was 528 and for the sccond 6 months it was $45, an increase of 61
percent. Expenditurces for clothing showed the greatest increasce during the second
half of-the year. More was also spent for housing, furnishings, and equipment
during these months.

(7) On an average in the smoll families $120 was spent per person during
the yoear, whereas in the large femilics (81 was spent. The greatest diffcrence,
Gl4, occurred in the item of food expenditure. Housing, furnishings, end cquip-—
m:nt cxpenditures variced by ;.8 in favor of the pecrson in the small fzmily; clothing
by $7, personal, education, recrcation, church, welfcre, gifts, and insurance cx-—
penditures varicd by $6; #nd houschold operation by i4. There was no variztion in
th: case¢ of medical core.

(8) Ferm valuc of home-producid a2nd consumed foods wes cquivalent to 42
pereent of the total cash expenditures for femily livinge Their valuc was $184.
M:st and milk contributed 80 pcrcent of this emount; vegetables and fruits made
up the reste Usc of milk in the home wes overanticipated by 827 quarts. Meaat,
on th: other hand, was underanticipatcd by 287 pounds

(9) Canned foods in the inventory at the beginning of the year stood at
226 quarts; at the cnd of the year it was more than double this quentity or 514
quarts. Stored products were valuced at £$6 at the beginning and at %14 2t the cond
of the year. Thesc incrcascs in inventories represcnted substantial prceperation
for the cnsuing ycar.

This study wes limited in scope and cheracter, but it may perhaps stimulate
further and more extensive studies of tonditions emong familics on resettlement
projects. There is ruch to learn about this new wey of rural 1life. Moreover, with
additional information and records of progress at hand, action agencies will be
better prepered to evaluate action programs both before and after they ara sct
to worke. ‘



families, 1939

APPENDIX

Table 1l.~ Distributi~n of ex“cndltures, 47 Repesville Preject

¢+ Expenditures ¢ Pereent
Ttem ¢ per family s c¢f tetel
A1l expenses - total s §£1,543 100
} Miscellaneous cperating expenses - H
: total : 500 23
Seed, feed, fertilizer, h:irvest ] 2262 17
and livestock expense,hired lebor :
Tractor fuel and auto expense : 96 6
Rent : 20 5
Unclessified H 56 4
Taxes, insurance, and interest : 6 1
) Machinery &nd equlpment - tetal : 258 17
¥achinery and equipment purchases 188 12
Lschinery and equipment repzirs s 70 5
Debts payments — totsl : 191 12
Paymenits cn debts to ISA : 126 8
Payments cn other debts : 65 4
Livestozk purchased -~ tctal : 184 10
Cattle H 91 6
Horses : 34 2
Poultry : 19 1
Other Livestecck : 1C 1
s
Farmily living - totzl : 440 28
Furily living exrenses : 440 <3
H
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Table 12.- Cash income and cash expense, 47 Ropesville Project
families, 1939

: H Average
: All farms : 47 farms
:
Money received :
Cash farm income s $40,177.34 5 854.84
A.A.A, payments s 19,668.03 418.47
F.S.A, loans and grants s+ 16,393.75 348.80
Money borrowed : 3,024.96 64,36
Total money received s $79,264.08 1,686,477
Money paid out :
Cash farm expenses : $42,868.10 S $ 912.09
Cash living expenses s 20,671.48 439.82
Debt payments : 8,964 .33 190,73
Total expenditures ¢ $72,503.81 £1,542.64
Cash balance s & 6,760.27 $ . 143.83

89058751090
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Table 13.-Adult nale ecuivalent scale used to weirh food consuantion
of family merbers

“eisnt (in ters of aiuli rale)
Child s 3oy or man ¢ Zirl or womun

hge
(enrs)

%0 %0 o0 00 o0 00 oo [0 oo
3
N
.

: .75
: o
: .2
10 e 25
11 : <5 .5
< : W45 <5
13 : 1.C 1.2
L : 1.7 $15
15 : 1.75 o2
15 : 1.C5 o
17 : il oD
13 v 57 : 1.0 74
00 and over e o o
:
Ldarted from osenle o vel vt ine Food eonor o ion pallistiedr o L, L,
sircratrict, Rooaiind T o, ani lax L. Cowles, i "iar Faym Fardlies
Yret the Sorconoy," Tlseoncin acriedaltural Zeoerinent SUotien
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